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oon, it will be seven months since my brother Mark’s youngest child, Marine Lance Cpl. Chase
Johnson Comley, was killed in Iraq, his face blown off by a massive, vehicular suicide bomb.
My nephew was sent to Dover in a transfer tube, George Bush’s euphemism for body bag, and
remained there five days while he was assessed for presentation at funeral. Chase returned to Ken-
tucky, his head wrapped completely in gauze.

Although I didn’t see Chase’s body, the image of his corpse
was in my mind for months. Only recently have | been able
to think of him and sec his bluc eyes and derful smile.

there are the abuies at Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay,
the unending detentions, underestimating the insurgency,
inadeq bedy armor, and no exit plan. The White House

Rep. John Murths says that “war sears the soul ™ He's right.
It sears the souls of those who fight as well as those who

aserts success simply because 10 many Iragis went to the
voting booths. But the outcome of the election which sup-
ports an Iranian-like theocracy is not what Bush and Co. had

see the flag-draped coffin of someone they love. My sister’s  in mind. 5 i ! is now plunging Iraq into civil
words on the morning of August 7th are branded on my  war hing 50 many predicted. An explosion which
psyche as | ry to sleep and when | awaken, ing my d yed 2 Shia holy shrine has led 1o reprisals against Sunmi

consciousness throughout the day: “Chase was killed in Iraq
last might.”” The new normal for my family resides in this
sentence. It is a place no one wants to remain, but it is impos-
sible to Jeave. Chase’s absence is 1o present, Each day brings
another serving of grief.

We tried 1o talk Chase out of enlisting, but he was enticed
by the bravado of the Marines, their slogans, and the uni-
form. He said he didn't want to settle for second best when
he could be firse. Even when he came home after boot camp,
1 wold him to refuse to go to Irag. “The war is wrong. It
sbout oil and greed.” But Chase thought he was doing some-
thing noble. He believed Bush's link b Saddam Hus-
scin and 9/11. When the president said the tereorists wanted
1o crush our way of life and our freedoms, Chase was ready
1o fight. Sadly, my nephew and so many other young men
and women trusted an sdministration that values hegemony
ovet human lives.

The White House sold this war to the public by ip

maosques. Cerrainly, our incunsion which was suppesed to be
2 "cakewalk™ i a tragedy of ervors

American greed and & have reached a crescendo
under George W. Bush whote “might makes right” mantra
emboldens him to rouse nationalistic fervor to possess more
and more of Earth's resources. Our appetite for consumption
is as huge as the Bush Administration’s hubris.

Th'u is what killed my nephew, Chase ], Comley, and

2,279 of his fellow American troops. This is the
reason almost 17,000 soldiers have been wounded,

4% *YOUR SON DIED SO THAT WE
CAN DO WHAT WE'RE DOING
RICHT NOW—SHOP, G0 ABOUT
OUR DAILY LIVES, AND SAY
WHAT WE WANT TO SAY WHEN
WE WANT T0 SAY IT.
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d in these 4 3 than they ate in the
grasp we hold on their lives, their countries, their oil, and
their beliefs. The 9/11 attack on our soil was barbaric and
indefensible, but 1o are the ities we've d under
a veil of goodwill and Democracy.

My family's loss—so many families’ losses—are due to an
administration that seizes what it want from other countries
with no cthical regard for consequences. It lies to its citizens
to get elected. Tt lies to swell war. It lies to its young with

some severely with double and tiple amg This is
why there are more than 100,000 lragi dead.

Someone recently said co my brother: “Your son died so that
we ean do what we're doing right now—shop, go about our
daily Hives, and say what we want to 53y when we want to

P of travel and education, It lies for oil and for power.
And in the process, the warmongers have not only changed
our lives forever, they've damaged our humanity. &

Missy Comiey Beatiie 5 a wri wing 1n NTC, She compieted 3
novel fnss yoar, but singe ihe death of her acphew. shes beey wril-
eng politicd nrticlec A memnber of Gold Shir Famifies fae Peace, she

sy "™ That was said with good | This thinki
i, h adi from truth. The terrorists are less

lating patriotism and fear. Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld, Rice,
Powell, Petle, and Wolfowitz continued to emphasize that
evildoers wanted to destroy our values,

To preserve these principles, we must confront our foreign
policy ethics,

frer our Joss  Viet Nam, the Reagan Administra-
tion embraced proxy wars, Henry Kissanger's con-

ept. Terrorists were trained and wed to fight re-

gimes in such as Ni Angols, Afgh
and others considered pro-Sovict. In other words, the Rea-
gan Doctrine supp i the use of in

the fight against communism, Remember, the CIA created
Ohama bin Laden to fight the Sovicts in Afghanistan. This,
obviously, backfired.

The military power we harness te inflict aur will frecly on
others has resulted in tragic consequences for the people who
live in these countries. During the firw Gulf War, we used

aerial bombardment of Irag, killing countless civilians. Eco-

nomic were imposed. The le for these in
1990 through the UN Security Council shifted as much as
the reasons have for invading [rag in 2003, but the effect of
thase actions proved deadly, especially for lrags children, It
s estimated that 3 hall millian died as a result

Certainly, these policy standards fueled Mushm rage,
furming terrorism into nationalism E‘v WAgIng a precmp-
tive war on a sovercign nation, George W Bush pasted
together 3 “coalition,” despite divapproval from much of
the world. With “Shock and Awe.” he provoked even more
animesity fcom potential terrorivs who saw the war ai an
attack againse all Mushms

Even with the knowledge that
ministration still 1efuses to admu
biggest, of course, w going w0 war in the fint place. Then,

nindught brings, our ad-
1 colosnal mutikes—the
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