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ArtsEmerson: The World On Stage

ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL PROGRAMMING FOR PARAMOUNT LED WINDOWS

New Media Art will be featured in Windows of the Paramount Center

High resolution photos available on request.

Members of the media are invited to be present when the switch is flipped at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 16, 2011. Best viewing will be from Avenue de Lafayette, approximately halfway down the block, facing the Paramount Center. Those who wish to stay for the 7 p.m. press opening of Angel Reapers are also welcome, but must RSVP to joyce
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(BOSTON—DATE) ArtsEmerson: The World On Stage announces the launch of curated programming for the Paramount LED Windows on the façade of 559 Washington Street. Beginning Nov. 16, 2011 at 5:30 p.m., the Arcade Building LED Wall will feature new media work by four contemporary artists.

As part of the re-imagining of the Paramount Theatre, Emerson College created a three-story high, energy efficient LED installation designed to be viewed through the arched windows of the old Arcade building and seen from the street. Now an integral part of the Paramount Center, the Arcade Building houses the Paramount Mainstage, Bright Family Screening Room and Jackie Liebergott Black Box Theatre. Under the auspices of ArtsEmerson, Joseph D. Ketner II, The Henry and Lois Foster Chair of Contemporary Art and Distinguished Curator-in-Residence at Emerson College, has invited four artists to contribute works for the initial presentation: Jim Campbell, John Craig Freeman, Brian Knep, and Erwin Redl. Images will be visible on the buildings’ three stories-high, seven window bays-wide architecturally scaled art installation. Each artists’ work will run in 15 minute blocks. The program will run nightly beginning 2 hours before sunset and ending at midnight. 

According to Ketner, “The intention is to activate the visual dynamics of Washington Street and the Theatre District neighborhood with something a little different—a monumental artistic experience.”

According to ArtsEmerson Executive Director Rob Orchard, “This is a wonderful new venue for ArtsEmerson, adding visual art to our already robust theatre, film and music programming. That it is visible from outside the building contributes to the energy and excitement of this historic 

neighborhood, and invites our audience, and everyone who lives, works, and plays downtown, to experience art on a daily basis.”

It is anticipated that the contributed work will change periodically, featuring a rotating roster of artists.

Jim Campbell is a new media artist who has successfully integrated science and technology into compelling visual experiences. After receiving his undergraduate degrees in engineering and electronics, he studied film at MIT. This background, in his words, led him “to create interactive video installations that involve the viewer and the viewer's response to a given situation.” His Dear John on the Paramount LED Windows presents a dramatic image that elicits responses of fear and wonder in the viewer. He has shown internationally and throughout North America in institutions such as the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; the Carpenter Center, Harvard University; and the International Center for Photography, New York. His work is included in the collections of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the University Art Museum at Berkeley; and that of Donald Fisher of the Gap Corporation. In 1992 he created one of the first permanent public interactive video artworks in the U.S. Federal Building in Phoenix.
John Craig Freeman, Associate Professor of New Media at Emerson College, has over 20 years of experience using emergent technologies to produce large-scale public work at sites. He seeks to expand the notion of public by exploring how digital networked technology is transforming our sense of place. In his Paramount Watching, the artist has reversed the role of the spectator and has an enormous eyeball watching passersby. The idea of electronic surveillance is literally rendered across the façade of the building. His work has been exhibited internationally including at The Museum of Contemporary Art, Beijing, Eyebeam in New York City, Art Basel Miami, La Biblioteca National in Havana, the Contemporary Art Center in Atlanta, and Mobius and Studio Soto in Boston. 
Brian Knep is a media artist working with the tools and concepts of science and technology. As the artist-in-residence at Harvard Medical School, he works side-by-side with scientists, co-opting their tools and techniques to explore alternative meanings and ways of connecting to the world. Knep’s work for the Paramount LED Windows is Rapture. For this piece, he has adapted the tadpoles of the current medical research project on which he assists into metaphors of aspiration and struggle as the tadpoles swim upstream on the wall. His work has been shown at the Rhode Island School of Design Museum, Providence, the Milwaukee Art Museum, the New Britain Museum of Art, Connecticut. Knep’s Deep Wounds, commissioned by Harvard University, has won awards from Ars Electronica, the International Association of Art Critics, and Americans for the Arts, who selected it as one of the best public-art projects of 2007. 
Erwin Redl typically investigates the process of “reverse engineering” by (re-)translating the abstract aesthetic language of virtual reality and 3D computer modeling back into architectural environments by means of large scale light installations. In this work, Comfort of Code, Redl transcribes entries from his diaries over a series of years and develops a catharsis with the pedestrians with his pithy expressions and observations. The artist’s work was featured in the 2002 Whitney Biennial, when he covered the façade of the Whitney with multi-color LED veils, the Austrian Pavilion of the 2008 World Expo in Zaragoza, Spain, a monumental LED-installation for Ohio State University’s Wexner Center for the Arts in 2010, and most recently for Cesar Pelli’s Pacific Design Center to open this year. His work is in the collections of the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, the Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego, and the Milwaukee Art Museum, Wisconsin.
About ArtsEmerson

ArtsEmerson is the organization established by Emerson College to program the beautifully restored 590-seat Paramount Mainstage; the versatile, intimate Jackie Liebergott Black Box Theatre (“The Jackie”), which can seat up to 150 people; the state-of-the-art 170-seat Bright Family Screening Room (all located within the new Paramount Center, a cornerstone in the revitalization of downtown Boston); and the beloved, historic 1,186-seat Cutler Majestic Theatre in the heart of the Theatre District, fully restored by Emerson in 2003. Under the artistic leadership of Rob Orchard, ArtsEmerson gives Boston audiences a new level of cultural choice, bringing professional American and international work to its four distinct venues. In addition to its acclaimed theatre works, ArtsEmerson presents adventurous, independent and repertory films on weekends, and offers a diverse music program including cutting edge indie rock and world music. For more information, visit artsemerson
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About Emerson College

Located in Boston, Massachusetts, opposite the historic Boston Common and in the heart of the city’s Theatre District, Emerson is the only four-year private college in the United States devoted to teaching communication and the arts in a liberal arts context. The College has 3,453 undergraduates and 837 graduate students from across the United States and 50 countries. Supported by state-of-the-art facilities and a renowned faculty, students participate in more than 60 student organizations and performance groups, 14 NCAA teams, student publications, honor societies, television stations including the Emerson Channel, and WERS-FM, the nation’s highest rated student-run radio station. Emerson is internationally known for its study and internship programs in Los Angeles, Washington, D.C., the Netherlands, China, and the Czech Republic. For more information, visit www

HYPERLINK "http://www.emerson.edu".

HYPERLINK "http://www.emerson.edu"emerson

HYPERLINK "http://www.emerson.edu".

HYPERLINK "http://www.emerson.edu"edu.

-30-

On sale now at ArtsEmerson:

November 7—12, 2011, MOBY DICK, Jackie Liebergott Black Box, Paramount Center

November 15—20, 2011, ANGEL REAPERS – A Shaker musical, Cutler Majestic Theatre
January 20—29, 2012, SUGAR – World Premiere, Jackie Liebergott Black Box, Paramount Center

February 7 —12, 2012, 69˚S. (The Shackleton Project), Paramount Center Mainstage

February 29 —March 4, 2012, CIRCA, Paramount Center Mainstage (Co-presented with Celebrity Series of Boston)

March 13—18, 2012, AMERIVILLE, Paramount Center Mainstage 

March 24—April 1, 2012, THE ANDERSEN PROJECT – Robert Lepage/Ex Machina, Cutler Majestic Theatre

March 29—April 1, 2012, TOMÁŠ KUBÍNEK: CERTIFIED LUNATIC & MASTER OF THE IMPOSSIBLE, Paramount Mainstage

April 13—22, 2012, CAFÉ VARIATIONS, Cutler Majestic Theatre

For a complete list of film programming in the Bright Family Screening Room, visit http://bit.ly/aecinema

