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ibute tells
whole truth
in Bronx

o work of art in the city is more compelling
than the one incorporated into the exterior
wall of the Bronx firehouse where what
seems at worst raunchy misbehavior is being

called a sex scandal.

The work is rightly ttled
“Honor 2000.7 It was conceived
by the artist Mierle Ukeles be-
ru;e the attack on the World
Trale Center prompted all the
planet's media to extol the brav-
ery ol our firefighters. The
piece remains a reminder of
that bravery now the media
have taken o knochking the fire-
fighters off the very pedestal
we put them on.

As the the newest scandal
story had TV news crews film-
ing the quarters of Engine 75,
Ladder 33 on =
Friday, anyone

who so de-
sired could
step to the

side of the fire-
house and con-
remplate

“Honor 2000.7

The  piece
employs the pumern of the
bricks 1o depict a truck that is
twin fo the actual one that is
hased inside. The storage com-
partments consist of glass
bricks  inscribed  with  the
names of all 75 Bronx firefight-
ers whao died in the line of duty
hefore 2000,

Twao of these men perished
on a Christmas Lay, Firefighter
Juseph Finger of Ladder 29 in
1906 and Capt. Vincent McGill
in 1955, Six died in u single day,
when a parapel wall collapsed
on April 4, 1956

Ammang  the more  Tecent
names is that of Capr. James
MeDonnell. ile was leading the
way into fire on Oct. 20, 1985,
when he sensed Iimminent dan?
ger. Rather than save himself,
he pushed twao fireflighters 1o

" Melonnell shour-

ne his last words
milfed by a fire-
nt
of thew,
at the
tielfal) was ar
1|\.|; on in Brook-

Suir-

r:ul= Cenler
rhﬂ medical

He arabbea 3 tumcat coal

from the firehouse across from
the south tower, leaving a note:

“I'm borrowing this gear
Hope to return it If [ don't
come back . . ."

Another who died on 911
was Battalion Chief Dennis
Devlin, without whom the artist
Ukeles could never have made
“Honor 2000" more than a con-
cept. Devlin ook it upon him-
self to guide her through the de-
partment’s bureaucracy, attend-

ing meeting after meeting. He

kept her spmrs
up in the way of
any great fire of-
ficer, urging her
on  with =2
pOWer greater
than sinple
rank.

“His face was
like the sun-
shine,” Ukeles said on Friday.
“When you were around him,
you felt you could do anything,
you could accomplish any-
thing.”

Drevlin took particular care to
ensure the details on the memo-
rinl glass bricks were correct.
Nobody imagined thal these
would be the last Bronx fire-
fighters to die, and Ukeles left
14 of the bricks blank.

“I didn't want to lsave too
many,” she said.
In place of the FONY logo on

the drvers side door, Ukeles
put 4 flass carving of the hands
of two people the firefighters
hud rescued in 1994 3-year-old
Danae Ruiz and her [ather,
Virgilio.

“As if their hands are bless-
ing the truck,” Ukeles said.

Danae and her [ather afend-
ed the formal opening of the
new firehouse in the summer of
2000, and she received a by
huy trom the fircfighter who
had saved her, Lt. John Tfalpin
of Ladder 33. Halpin had re
moved his face mask so he
could administer oxygen to the
unconseions girl as he curried
lier through the choking smoke
and fumes

At the nbbon curnng, offi-
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Firehouse on Walton Ave. in Morris Heights, the Bronx, where moving work of art called
“Honor 2000" Is part of side wall Below, dozen of the 75 Bravest names etched into tribute.

cials noted that between them
Engine 75 and Ladder 33 had
been awarded 50 citations and
30 madals for uncemman vilor,
Fire Department chaplain
Mychal Judge blesssd the new
qunne,: and
around 1o the side wall
“He bl
Ukeles r
The 71
perperaal bles
and Devlin and
bers of the dep

e in
g afer Judyge
I other mem

CPHE O

jshed at the World Trade Cen-
ter 13 months later. Ukeles re-
mams oo Brokenheartad 10
adid Devlin’s name 1o “Honor
20067 and thuse 14 glass bricks
remain blank.

The Arslighters put a
der patch along with p
Devtin and two of
tades in a window at tl'u= front
nf the frchnuse, The m{'dm
mob thal gather
ok ne
paich b
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name, Animal House,
“ls that irony?” a TV reporer
asked
frer the madia departed, the

chief whose face was like

sunshine continued 1o smile

from Mau d the window jilass
pan nf

was on the side wall
AAth ity Zlass hauds i perpetu-
Al ble sing of what (irefightars
are, whether or ot a scant few

rometimes acl olherwise
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